Assignment: At the beginning of the twentieth century it became apparent to many that the way Americans viewed the environment needed to change. From Gifford Pinchot and John Muir to Cuyahoga and Love Canal, the need for change became clearer.  Change, however, was not always welcomed. Look at this struggle between ecology and economics, explaining the important aspects of it. You will want to look at specific events across the century, explaining the factors involved in change, from grassroots to government.
Guideline for history term papers:

· Purpose: at the outset of an essay the reader should be able to discern a clear and sustained reason for continuing to read the paper.  An introduction, where the author states what will be examined and how the examination will occur (delineating the categories of analysis), is an important part of your paper.  Understanding the general context of your paper lures the reader in.
· Thesis/Argument: the paper must have a clear thesis that proves some particular point(s).  This is important in moving your essay from a “book report” to an analytical essay.  Assume your reader has a general knowledge of the material.  Therefore a book report will not suffice.  The reader wants to learn what you have learned about the material.  This is likely the most important part of your essay as it shapes all that will follow the introduction.
· Support: the paper must have specific and sustained support for the thesis.  Papers must incorporate relevant facts, statistics, quotations, paraphrases, and/or summaries from credible sources, properly cited.  The judicious use of quotes illustrates a close reading of relevant material and a strong grasp of that material as you incorporate it into your presentation.  In this respect your course assigned readings are indispensable.  You don’t need anything else to do very well with this assignment.
· Structure: the paper must be organized and presented in such a way as to be of a whole.  Strong organization is often a sign that the author has worked extensively with the material.  The thesis/argument is strong and the evidence is prioritized to support the thesis fully.  Transitioning from point to point in a logical fashion speaks to the command you have of the material. A strong organizing framework goes far to convince the reader of the appropriateness of the thesis.
· Prose/Style: the writing needs to be clear; syntax and word choice are important here.  The paper must reflect a professional writing style that is conducive to academic writing.  Proper citation is mandatory.  Purdue University has an Online Writing Lab (OWL) that is a powerful asset.  Make sure you review the “MLA Formatting and Style Guide” as well as “MLA In-Text Citations” page.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and will result in an “F” grade for the assignment. 
· Grammar/Spelling/Usage: the paper must demonstrate the highest standards of proofreading by presenting mature and thoughtful writing.  You want to move your reader effortlessly through your essay, much like a runner moving over a race course.  Every grammatical error is like a “pothole” or a change in elevation.  It causes the reader to “stumble.”  If the reader stumbles too often, they forget about the larger picture and get caught in looking for more errors.  When that happens it is difficult for you to convince the reader as to the accuracy of your thesis.
